SOHE Pathway for Excellence in Research 


Below, we have outlined stages for research development, examples of research skills and competencies, and SOHE and UW-Madison opportunities and resources for 
developing these skills and competencies. It is not expected nor necessarily recommended that students engage in all of the opportunities/resources listed below. Students 
are encouraged to work with their faculty advisor to create a plan identifies the opportunities and resources most relevant and appropriate to their scholarship. 


Stages for Research 
Development 


Example of Skills and 
Competencies 


SoHE Opportunities 
& Resources* 


Campus and Beyond 
Opportunities/Resources* 


Stage 1: Learn 


Goal: Basic Skills and 
Competencies 


Develop a basic foundation and 
understanding of research 


Develop an in-depth understanding of the 
content of chosen area of expertise 


Ability to use theory to understand a topic, 
conceptualize a research question, and/or 
design outreach/intervention programs 


Understanding of contextual factors 


Synthesis of research findings across 
studies, including an understanding that 
some studies should be emphasized more 
than others 


Ability to use studies to tell a coherent 
story 


Critical evaluation of the quality and 
meaning of methods used in the research 
studies 


Scholarly writing 


Ability to identify gaps in knowledge and 
propose future directions through 
identifying key research questions, 
establishing program goals, or developing 
evaluation plans 


Create a new journal club or join an 
existing one 


Be a member of your advisor’s or another 
faculty’s lab meetings 


Attend the open thesis/dissertation 
defenses of other SoHE students 


Enroll for an independent study around 
area of research 


Attend job talks related to faculty hiring 
Take research methods courses 


Write a systematic review on topic of 
interest 


Research funding agencies and 
mechanisms for thesis/dissertation grants 
both at SoHE 


https://kb.wisc.edu/sohe/107029 


and outside of SoHE 


https://grad.wisc.edu/funding/external- 
fellowship-database/ 


Complete Individualized Development Plan 
(IDP) or other self-assessment located on 
Graduate School webpage 
https://grad.wisc.edu/professional- 
development/individual-development-plan/ 


Take trainings offered through the Social 
Science Computing Cooperative (SSCC) 


Attend research seminars across campus 
related to your area of expertise (TBA links 
to various centers/departs with open 
seminars) 


Take research methods courses offered in 
other departments (TBA link to some 
common ones) 


Take a workshop offered by the IRB 


https://irb.wisc.edu/education- 
training/educational-outreach/ 


Get involved in research with your advisor 
or other faculty 
https://humanecology.wisc.edu/research/la 
bs/ 


Co-review a manuscript with faculty or 
senior researchers 


Co-author manuscripts, book chapters, 
research reports with faculty or senior 


researchers 
Seek out project assistant and research 
Co-develop an IRB application positions across campus 
https://studentjobs.wisc.edu/ 
Attend workshops on grant/proposal 
Gain hands-on research experience and writing EA E a a. 
practice thè above competencies Present research at the annual SoHE research proposal 
Poster Fair 


Apply for SoHE research, conference, and 
summertime funding to engage in research 
activities 
https://kb.wisc.edu/sohe/search.php?cat=1 
0227 


Develop thesis/dissertation proposal 


Give practice research talks and get 
feedback 


Develop research proposals for course 


assignments 
Present research at local and international 
Take a lead role in writing a manuscript Comercncesand terms 
Develop confidence and independence in | Apply for SoHE dissertation and research Apply Lili gat event ait 
ieeceley grants https:// a wisc H eea /external 
https://kb.wisc.edu/sohe/search.php?cat=1 fellowshi 
0227 ellowship-database/ 


Join professional organizations 


Prepare job application materials 


Navigate the job market 


Defend thesis/dissertation 
OneSoHE Advanced PDS 


Have faculty and grad students read over 
your research statement and CV 


Attend job market workshops (through 
Graduate School, Writing Center, etc.) 


